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Mystery Cemetery (South Riding) 

 

 

Figure 1 From South Riding Boulevard, 12/2014 by Roeder 
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Directions: 
 

Stop Six on the South Riding Winter Tour 

From the Pangle Cemetery, Return to Elk Lick and turn right. Turn left on Tall Cedars and then 

left on South Riding Boulevard. Turn right on Chase and stop at 43218 Chase. Mystery 

cemetery is behind house and above SR Boulevard. 

Also known as the South Riding Cemetery, this is described as Cemetery #181 on Page 5520, 

coordinates J3 in  the ADC Street Map for Loudoun © 2007 held by the Balch Library. 

 

Background: 
 

Well laid out, the highly placed cemetery is distinguished by a ceramic pot with the mark of a 

cross. We do not know who is buried here, white or African-American.  All we are aware of is 

that the developer was able to determine this was the site of cemetery. 

 

Research Guide 
 

There are several ways to research cemeteries in Loudoun County.  The first step is visit the 

Balch Library in Leesburg, Virginia.  Although information is available elsewhere, such as at the 
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Loudoun Museum and in private papers of various historical associations, the best collection of 

data is at Balch.  

Some sources at Balch are: 

1. The electronic cemetery index, which is updated periodically and can be searched by the 

last and first name of the deceased.   

2. Private and published papers are on the shelves and in miscellaneous files. 

3. Especially when the names of the deceased are not known but also for a general 

description of old family cemeteries in the county, consider the Loudoun County, VA 

Cemetery Collection 1990-2004, which is a set of five boxes of file folders related to the 

Committee on Old Cemeteries, Preservation Society of Loudoun County.  In 1995 

Thomas Balch Library sponsored a project to map, identify, photograph, and transcribe 

gravestone inscriptions in Loudoun cemeteries. A committee was created that consisted 

of Jeff Ball, Ned Douglass, Mary Fishback, Marty Hiatt, David Via, and Wynne Saffer as 

chairman for that purpose. The following year (1996), the committee published a list of 

known cemeteries in Loudoun County.  The package of files, was built on readings that 

Aureila Jewell took in the 1940’s.  Many people added at various times.  Thus, this 

invaluable listing is comprised of the efforts of many people who worked on their own 

time to do the Cemetery Compilation over the course of 35 years, an effort still under 

way. The bulk of the work was done by Mary Fishback and Wynne Saffer. 

o This is collection (M 017) and is in the archives of the Thomas Balch Library, 

Leesburg, VA.  Irregularly updated, the files and an associated collection of 

photographs is an invaluable source on cemeteries, especially when names of 

the deceased are not known.   See box 1 for an index to all cemeteries.  

o Example: The Brewer Cemetery is described in Box 1, Folder 76.   

o Caution:   Not all cemeteries are indexed, as is the case of the Dean (African-

American) cemetery to the east of Hampton Brewer on the property of the 

Michael Lunsford Middle School.  Other sources are then required. 

4. On the shelves of the Balch library are also two indexes to cemeteries.   One is a three 

ring binder (V Ref 929.50975528.TBL, called the Loudoun County Cemetery Directory  

(Committee on Old Cemeteries 2007). The directory lists most of the cemeteries in the 

county by name.  It also provide the official Cemetery number from the 1990-2004 

collection, as well as the map coordinates for the cemetery and page number associated 

with ADC Street Map for Loudoun, 29th edition. (Staff 2007) The book, (V Ref 

929.50975528. TBL) is marked with pasted tabs on each page associated with a 

cemetery.    

o Example: The Pangle Cemetery is  #153 on Map Page 5520 at coordinates H4. 

o Caution:   Not all cemeteries are indexed, as is the case of the Dean (African-

American) cemetery to the east of Hampton Brewer on the property of the 

Michael Lunsford Middle School. Other sources are then required. 
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Pictures: 
 

 
Figure 2 Showing the Ceramic Pot above South Riding Boulevard, 1/2015  by Roeder 

 
Figure 3 Larry Roeder discussed cemetery 1/2015 
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