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Introduction and past projects. 
 

Historic preservation is a kind anthropology, a study of a culture, in this case through 

an examination of its buildings.   My wife and I have both had a life-long interest in 

structures and their relationship to local history, even when not of national State-

level importance.   Nancy Watford, MS, who helped me on the project, and is my 

wife, did her thesis on the Necessity for using Anthropological Techniques in Historic 

Preservation research.   She then continued to work in the field for National 

Geographic and for others on projects such as San Juan Paiute Tribal Recognition 

Project, Little Colorado river Cultural Resources historical designation, Walapai 

Indian Reservation work, Abigul Project, William Historic district nomination, 

Northern Arizona University historical project, Cultural Resources Survey, 

Manchester, New Hampshire, PhD work in historic preservation, Oak Creek Canyon 

Arizona cultural resource survey, Bahama surveys, Conception, Long Island, San 

Salvador, Samana cay, Pipeline survey on Southern Paiute reservation, Kingman 

Arizona Historic property and historic site COR and Santa Fe and Grand canyon 

railway survey.  Virtually all of this field work contained intense field experiences, 

archeological surveys, excavations and laboratory analysis.   

My own interest has mostly been in tribal structures such as the tombs of Bedouin 

saints I examined as a child in Egypt and later studied when stationed in the Sinai 

many years later.   This interest came from my mother, who worked on archeological 

digs in Egypt and Israel for the most part.   Most of the abandoned structures I’ve 

examined over the years have been in relatively solid shape, such as the Baron 

Empain Palace in Cairo.  It was built in the late 19th and early 20th centuries.  As for 

the Sinai tombs, they are sometimes centuries old; but are still used today.   

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Baron_Empain
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Baron_Empain
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Figure 2  Baron Empain Palace 1986 
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Figure 3  Study of Hanging Stairway, Empain 
Palace 

 

Figure 4 Study of Bat Damage to ceiling, 
Empain Palace 

 

Despite being abandoned, thanks to the climate, the Empain palace could be lived in 

today or converted to a museum or art gallery, though its bat colonies would have to 

be removed.   Other structures like a log cabin on the Cardinal Ridge school 

property in Conklin, Loudoun County that I examined in 2013 were nearly totally 

collapsed; but still of great educational value, certainly to children.  The cabin  

should have been preserved. 
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Figure 5  Portion of Log Cabin on Cardinal Ridge Property, August, 2013. 

 

A common threat to historically important structures is economic development, perhaps 

the spread of fresh homes on old farm land or perhaps the need to build a school over 

an abandoned grave site or the site of an old log cabin.  However, starting in the early 

1990’s when I became the Policy Adviser on Disaster Management in the Department 

of State’s Bureau of International Organization Affairs, I quickly came to understand that  
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Figure 6  Church built in Kantara, Egypt in 1925, then bombed in 1973 

natural disasters and conflict threated cultural preservation through the physical 

destruction of structures, both major buildings in cities like Istanbul and Kantara, Egypt 

or small, family huts in war-

torn Sudan, which I 

personally examined on a 

number of trips while visiting 

rebels before South Sudan 

gained independence.   

Looking at the church in 

Kantara, one immediately 

sees the needs for 

restoration; but what about 

the mud home I 

photographed in 1995, near Yambio, Sudan.  It looks unimportant; but what if it was the 

last of its kind in a village or what if it was the location of the only health clinic for miles? 

Figure 7  Home in South Sudan, 1995. 
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In other words, what if the structure was important to the local community, even if not 

the nation of a major city?   Cultural cohesiveness is often the glue that prevents 

violence, so with the help of experts in USAID and the US Geological Survey, as well as 

disaster agencies in other nations, I folded the preservation of structures in to my 

strategic thinking in the United Nations.  People like Polat Gülkan, Director of Disaster 

Management Implementation and Research Center, METU (Middle East Technical 

University) and Rüçhan Yilmaz, General Director of General Directorate of Disaster 

Affairs were particularly helpful, as was Dr. Randolph Langenbach, an eminent scholar 

and long-term colleague on the preservation of international structures, who helped in 

this study.   All of those experiences were informative when approaching the project on 

Oak Hill. 

Unfortunately, the Little White House on Oak Hill has not done as well, thanks in large 

measure to the impact of the climate.  It sits on the NW corner of Routes 50 and 15 snd 

was built in the early 19th century.   Neglect, weather and vandals have caused the 

structure to partly collapse.  One full wall has fallen, as well as much of the roof and all 

of the second floor.   Without care, the entire structure will collapse onto itself, losing an 

important educational opportunity for Loudoun County at a time when an overgrowth of 

modern construction has begun to constipate traffic and clutter an otherwise beautiful 

region. 

1.  The primary goal of the Oak Hill project 

 

One goal is to understand the architectural and human history of the Little White House 

in relationship to Loudoun’s evolution and President Monroe, whose mansion is on the 

Oak Hill Farm.  Another is to explore the possibility of the structure being used as an 

educational tool.   To do that, I first photographed the structure with the permission of 

Mrs. Delashmutt, then conducted records research at Loudoun Archives and the Balch 

Library, as well as an examination of oral history in Aldie, the village most associated 

with Oak Hill.   
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Any future work should catalog the debris in and around the structure, as well as debris 

in the trees to the north.  All of that can be done over two years.   There is also a 

potential “tell” just NW of the structure.  An additional goal should be to physically 

stabilize the structure.  Given the house’s age; such an effort would enable future 

researchers to further study the evolution of architecture in Loudoun.  Stabilization can 

produce an important educational gem for future students, much as has been done in 

New York City by the Tenement House Museum. 

One future study project could assemble and photograph the debris, determine its 

purposes, and what is original or more recent.  That data could then be inserted into 

software allowing the research team to “virtually” reassemble the building in 

generational stages on a computer and study additions like the wood house, a possible 

livestock pen, a potential outhouse, as well as any of the disappeared structures from 

1935, when five buildings at least stood on the lot.     I’d certainly like to not only 

examine the structure very closely and recorded the pieces for posterity, but also 

excavate the footprint in order to illuminate early history, perhaps going back to the 

times of Native-Americans.  This painstaking research kind of research refines 

documentary information, fills in gaps of understanding from the architecture, and 

therefore can change the perspective on the overall history of a structure and its venue. 

1.2  Local History Stories 

 

We also should learn who lived in the structures on a permanent or temporary basis.  

Some in the 19th century like the Garretts owned the building and farmed.  Others like 

the Lipps in the 20th Century were tenant farmers working for Oak Hill and at one point, 

rumor had it they lived in the house; but we now know that they lived in a different 

house on the property (Payne, Personal Memories of Oak Hill, 2013).  One family we 

met would “overnight” at the house in the 1930’s while walking to and from Middleburg 

and Leesburg.  All of these people played a role in making Oak Hill what it is today.  By 

documenting that history, the building can be brought to “life.” 
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One of the more interesting stories we received came from Murrell Lee Partlow, who 

was born in 1928 at the top of the Country store in Aldie, Virginia1.  His father (Murrell 

Partlow, born in 1901), lived in the Little White House prior to Murrell Lee's birth.  Before 

moving to Oak Hill, Murrell had worked as a weaver at the Allen Duck Mill in Guilford, 

Howard County, Maryland, not far from Baltimore, though he was born in Virginia (US 

Census Bureau, 1920).   While at Oak Hill, he worked for the Virginia Highway 

Commission (now VDOT) and for weekend recreation, would play croquet with friends 

on the lawn on Saturdays and Sundays.  One day, the story goes, Mr. Frank Littleton, 

owner of the Oak Hill estate, swung by and complained about the game playing, that 

being a distraction from work, and shortly thereafter evicted the Partlows, who moved to 

the store.   

The store building was constructed in 1897 by E.B. Goode and operated by Ira C. 

Carter until 1928 when Murrell bought it for $2400 and converted the structure into a 

grocery store (US Census Bureau, 1930) and local institution. Given that Murrell Lee 

was born in 1928, this eviction had to have taken place between then and January 31, 

1924, when Frank Littleton bought the reassembled Oak Hill property. (Loudoun County 

Clerk of the Court, 1924, p. 85).   

According to Fritz Hutchison, former Aldie Post Master, aside from hearing the house 

was haunted as a child, his understanding was that following the stay of the Partlows, 

the quality of people living in the house declined, becoming mostly transient, poor 

people in the 1930s  (Hutchison, 2013).  This would coincide with the Great Depression, 

which started in August, 1929, reaching bottom in the winter of 1932-1933, then ending 

with the recession of 1937. 

  

                                                           
1
 The building was constructed in 1897 by EB Goode and operated by Ira C. Carter until 1928.  
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1.3 Thanks 

 

I wish to acknowledge the assistance of the following people with my research: 

 

 David Alexander,  Aldie resident. 

 Bill Carney, Aldie Ruritan Club, 

 Joanie Evans, Architectural Historian, Northern Region Preservation Office in 

Stephens City,  

 Mary Fishback, Author and historian at the Balch Library,  

 John Fishback, Historic Records Manager at Loudoun Archives.  

 Jay Frankenfield at the Loudoun Soil and Water Conservation District 

 Dr. Randolph Langenbach, an eminent scholar and long-term colleague on the 

preservation of international structures.   Randolph provided the peer review. 

 Lynn Beebe-Lambeth conducted the 1985 survey of Oak Hill and was very 

helpful, even sending photographs of the Little White House that have not been 

published.    

 Franklin Payne, Aldie resident and former Post Master. 

 Murrell Lee Partlow, former owner of the Aldie store, and whose family lived in 

the house in the early 1920s. 

 The Ruritarians of Aldie. 

 Wynne Saffer, a local historian and cartographer on Loudoun County and 

adjoining countries. 

 Eugene Scheel, a local historian on Loudoun, Fauquier, Prince William and 

other counties.   

 Nancy Watford, MS, a trained anthropologist, with a specialty in historic 

preservation.   Nancy provided peer review of historic preservation and 

anthropology findings, as well as editorial services. 

 Jill Winter, resident of Oatlands, who took some revealing photos in 1999. 

 Many local contacts in the Aldie community. 

 

“I do love your premise – there are buildings and landscapes that are significant to our 

cultural identity though they may not be considered “important” under current accepted 

standards – how do we keep them relevant?  These are issues that are certainly being 

talked about in larger preservation circles.  Thank you for your scholarship which adds 

to those discussions.”    Heidi Siebentritt,  Preservation Planner, Loudoun County 

Government, 2/28/2014   
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1.4   More detail 

 

Historic preservationists often want to restore a historic structure, in the case of the 

“Little White House,” perhaps to its original condition.   This is accomplished through the 

expensive and careful repair and reinstatement of the whole structure.  Missing details 

like the second floor and the east chimney and fireplaces would be replicated.  The east 

and west room on the first floor would also be restored.  This was done in Las Angeles 

at the former home of Judge Henry Clay Caldwell, first Chief Judge of the 8th Circuit 

Court of Appeals.  When he retired from Arkansas, Caldwell built two homes next to 

each other, and in one case, the current owners studied the many layers of old paint, 

eventually deciding to repaint the walls in their original color with the original type of 

paint.  In some cases, what are often seen as unsympathetic later alterations like the 

1900-1920 wooden back-kitchen at Oak Hill are removed.   In any case, restoration can 

require modernization, major repairs and strengthening.   However, a more modest 

approach towards preservation is recommended for the Little White House involving 

less cost, an innovative use of software, and better repurpose. 

Current evidence seems to support the theory that the abandoned brick house at the 

corner of routes 15 and 50 in Loudoun County was the home of the Garrett family and 

later a tenant home on Oak Hill after the lot was reincorporated.  We don’t yet know 

exactly when it was built; but probably in the early part of the 19th century.   

We do know that the house sat on a neat rectangle of land, judging by early aerial 

photography (Loudoun County), and was built in American bond2 with chimneys on both 

sides, large attractive, inner fireplaces on both floors which are counter-indicative of a 

modest home. Wooden shingles were likely used and a simple southern porch, eastern 

steps and a northern back kitchen and possible livestock shed were likely added in the 

early 20th century.  By 1935, evidence also emerged of an outhouse to the NE and 

possibly a cellar on the NW side of the kitchen, as well as several other structures; but 

they have since disappeared. 

                                                           
2 American bond brick is brickwork with a course of headers between five or six courses of 
stretchers.  This system of brickwork is used because it can be laid quickly. 
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Future work will not be easy and will require care, as the stability of the two story 

masonry walls – which lack the East wall – should be assured for reasons of 

safety.  The load isn't balanced, due to the collapse of the East Wall vs pressure from 

the timbers of West wall, and a gaping hole in the North wall. That's why I recommend 

that one of the goals be stabilization, whereas my personal primary goal in this aspect 

of the project has been documentation and debris analysis.  In a perfect scenario, the 

two goals would be accomplished together.  Indeed, rather than physically restore the 

home, my suggestion is to stabilize it at its current level of decay.  Enough of the roof 

and first and second floor structure remain that the building can be used to show how 

walls, roofs and floors were constructed in the early 19th century, and to explain plaster, 

painted brick, and other typical architectural features of the time.  Likely the brick was 

local, so it will be useful to compare bricks with other prominent homes such as the 

Monroe mansion.   

Even if the walls are not stabilized, which would be disappointing, the debris should be 

carefully removed, catalogued and set aside for study, either in a nearby barn or a 

special hut.   Some parts could be reassembled as teaching aides, such as the inner 

stairs.  In addition, by properly photographing, measuring and cataloging each piece of 

debris, we can reassemble the parts in storage, re-photograph them and then using 

software, develop a “virtual full restoration,” showing how the house likely evolved, 

inside and out.    

Experts I consulted with agreed that the structure could be converted into an 

architectural studio.   Professionals could to teach students and local citizens could also 

learn from it, using the physical structure, metal illustrative signs, reenactment events 

and software.   Loudoun citizens could then evaluate the building as a historic resource 

in Loudoun County, as well as have a tool to better evaluate other structures throughout 

the county.  

To accomplish our goals, we suggest an affordable multi-stage project. 
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1.  Stage One:  Documentation and Debris Handling:     

a. Further refine the house’s history with a focus on who owned it or used it 

and what its purposes were.  Joseph Prendergast, who owned the house 

in 1982, suggested it was a Toll Building (Edwards D. , 1982, April); but 

there is no proof. We believe it was more likely a residence.   As for the 

Toll House concept, maps of the early 19th century do show a toll house in 

the vicinity (Edwards D. , 1982, April).  However, since there was a Toll 

House already at Toll Corner in Aldie, and Toll Houses could not be closer 

than six miles, we question the theory.  Further, the structure is set too far 

from the road. 

i. Oral history is often discounted by historians as distorted or 
incomplete, such as the current rumor that the house is or was 
once haunted.  However, we believe that oral history is a useful 
form of inquiry for the purpose of design.   We should not toss out 
without good reason, people’s emotions, and opinions as a tool to 
interpret historic buildings.  

b. Who built the house?   We may learn a lot by examining the bricks.  

Although the mansion at Oak Hill was designed by James Hoban, the 

White House architect, it was actually constructed by a friend of the 

President’s, a Loudoun-based British brick maker and home builder 

named William Benton.  It will be useful to examine his records to see if he 

built the white house or perhaps the Ish family who lived nearby and also 

made bricks3.  We should also compare the bricks in the house to those 

used in other Loudoun houses. 

c. When was the house built?   When was the wood addition built? The 1982 

and 1985 surveys indicate that the house was built in the early 19th 

century, perhaps shortly after the War of 1812.   Indeed, the 1818 map of 

the land purchased by Monroe indicates a substantial house was at the 

present day location as of May 25, 1818 (Loudoun County Clerk of the 

Court, 1834, p. 150), as well as two smaller structures to the north along 

what is now Route 15. 

                                                           
3 The Ish family also maintained a Tanyard nearby, important enough that county records 
sometimes located the tract with the Little White House as near the Tanyard. 
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Figure 8  Map For President Monroe.  Yellow represents fields and green represents trees. 

 

d. An examination of the plaster, brick, wood and the roof shingles may also 

help, as well as the design, which is typical of early 19th century.   As for 

the shingles, we don’t know how old they are, only that they must predate 

1949 (our earliest photo).  That photo (Lewis) shows that the roof was 

covered in flat metal.  Much of that metal has now blown away into the 

north debris field, showing that it covered up shingles.  We recommend 

preserving the metal in a shed and studying the shingles.  As for the 

wooden structure, that’s likely an early 20th century addition in order to 

accommodate a kitchen and outside livestock shed.  Despite its relative 

youth, we also recommend at least a “virtual reconstruction.” 

e. Site Analysis and Removal of debris:   

i. The debris in the house must be handled with great care for 

reasons of safety and to avoid further damage to the structure, 
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taking a picture of each item in-situ so that there is context in 

relationship to its fall from above.  Each item should then be totally 

photographed, cataloged and marked, then stowed.  We 

recommend moving the debris to a barn on the property on shelves 

or placing a shed with shelving in the north field well beyond the 

house.  Some debris in the house is very large, requiring additional 

help. 

ii. Similarly, bricks would be photographed in situ and then stacked, 

counted and protected, to avoid theft.  After all, historic bricks do 

have a monetary value, especially if made by a friend of a former 

President. 

iii. The debris field around the house must also be examined and 

catalogued.  In that vein, there is the possibility of a cellar and the 

foundation of a livestock shed, and the 1949 photograph might 

reveal an outhouse in the NE quadrant of the property near Rt 15. 

 

2. Stage Two:  Stabilization 

 

a) The walls and roof of the brick house and its wooden attachment are in 

decay and should be stabilized.  This could be accomplished by 

installing scaffolding and braces, as well as calking soft enough to not 

permanently adhere to the historic masonry, otherwise all of the walls 

will collapse.   

b) Stabilization will cost something; but the investment is worthwhile.  

Stabilization could be done in parallel to the debris removal or after.   

c) We recommend reducing the impact of snow, wind and rain, and give 

attention to weakened structural members.  We have already seen that 

a large measure of roof has fallen through the second floor, that the 

east wall has collapsed and that the western wall has a major crack.  

Further, the northern wall has a substantial hole.   Since those might fail 

altogether in the forthcoming years we recommend installing bracing.   

Further, a fresh metal roof of galvanized corrugated metal roofing 

panels running the entire length of the structure but above the old roof 

will reduce weather damage and slow deterioration of what remains of 

the roof and the ceiling to the second floor.  It will also permit ongoing 

examination of the original structure, as well as proper ventilation.  

Without adequate air exchange, humidity may rise to unsafe levels, and 

cause mold, rot, and insect infestation. 
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d) Structural stabilization by a qualified contractor should be done under 

the direction of a structural engineer or a preservation specialist.  That 

way the building will be sustained without new parts harming the historic 

value.   Keep in mind that vertical walls should be properly supported 

and underpinned.  

e) Any termite infestation as well as any animals or insects need to be 

removed.  If a piece of wood is too damaged by weather or insects to 

stay, it should be carefully removed, documented and stored along with 

the debris.   With this in mind, we will need to consider termite colonies 

under the floor boards of the wood structure.  

f) To keep animals out, we recommend mesh coverings for the windows 

and any openings, as well as framing used to stabilize the collapsed 

eastern side of the house.  That will allow light to enter and air to 

circulate; but reduce animal damage. 

g) In an especially important house, sealing the entire exterior from 

moisture penetration is beneficial; but that is very costly and not 

recommended in this case.  

h) There are special coatings that can be applied to the brick in order to 

reduce further deterioration.  To do that will require gentle (very gentle) 

application, making sure the new material breathes. 

i) The north wall has a serious hole, so repairs will be required.   

Repointing, which can be accomplished with fallen brick from the ruin, 

will preserve the original look.  A professional brick layer should do this, 

as well as similar repairs to the edges of the remainder of the eastern 

wall, though we don’t suggest full restoration.  Repointing is suggested 

to reduce further deterioration. 
 

3. Stage Three:  Display or Reconstruction? 

 

We propose that the house and its environs be an educational tool to teach visitors how 

people lived in Loudoun County between the early part of the 19th century to the mid-

twentieth century, the likely last date of occupancy.  It will also teach local building 

methodology. 

Display:  Explaining the 150 years plus of occupancy and architecture could be 

accomplished in a relatively inexpensive way by leaving the structure in its current 

decayed state, but stabilized.  Metal signage with photographs could show the house in 

various stages and provide discussion of the project to visitors.  Perhaps in conjunction 



Little White House at Oak Hill by Larry Roeder 
 

21 
 

with garden day or other holidays volunteers could do reenactments or just be on the 

grounds to explain things. If this option is picked, we recommend that a gate be 

provided for people to enter the site from highway 15, plus some parking to the east.    

A fence around the site will be a good idea, separating it from the farm. 

We recommend retaining the debris for scholars to study. 

Reconstruction:  This is the most expensive proposal and should therefore probably 

only be done in partnership with a historic foundation.  Unless there is a strong desire to 

fully restore the building, we recommend the less expensive option of stabilization with 

visual displays, greeters and events.  Either would support events and training. 

1.3  Location 
 

 

Figure 9 House is at NW Corner of Gilbert's Corner (Edwards D. , 1982, April) 

What Edwards did not show is that the wooded field to the north of the structure and the 

grounds around are full of debris, possibly a cellar, livestock pen or poultry coop and an 

outhouse, all which need to be examined very carefully. 
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See also the various aerial photographs taken by the county government, including the 

937 and 1957 aerial photos showing the house sitting on a very well defined rectangle 

running south to north. In 1937 the northern half of the rectangle is a field, probably a 

garden; but by 1957, that area became overgrown.  In 1937 and 1957, the rectangle 

was surrounded on three sides by fields, including on the east towards Gilbert’s corner4. 

The southern boundary is Route 50.   By 2002, the form had lost much of its shape, 

except for the west boundary, a field.  By 2009 the walls and the collapsed roof were 

quite clearly seen (Loudoun County). 

 

 

Figure 10  2012 Relationship to Gilbert's Corner 

                                                           
4
 Gilberts Corner is named after the abandoned gas station/restaurant that sits at the northeast quadrant of the 

crossroads.  In the 1920’s the station was popular but due to traffic patterns, the station was abandoned in the 
1980s’. 
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This overhead image with related GIS data from 2012 and the overhead shots in the 

chapter on Aerial Photographs were all provided courtesy of the Loudoun County Office 

of Mapping and Geographic Information and the Soil and Conservation Office. 

1.4 The Name 

 

Called the Brick House in the 1985 survey by Lynn Beebe and the South House on a Rt 

50 sign at Oak Hill in 2013, the structure was also called the White House in 1946 just 

prior to the entire Oak Hill estate being sold to the DeLashmutt family,  who continue to 

own the land.   Given the color of paint, as well as its association with the property of 

President Monroe, the last Revolutionary War President, for purposes of this paper, we 

have retained the name “Little White House.” 

1.5 Purpose and History 
 

To conduct a complete study of ownership of the tract on which the Little White House 

sits, we consulted with John Fishback Historic Records Manager at the Loudoun County 

Archives.  He agreed that some periods are confusing and need more exploration.  For 

now:  

The overall property now known as Oak Hill with a variety of changes goes back to 

1794 when it was 4,400 acres and purchased from Colonel Charles Carter by James 

Monroe, our fifth president.  The Carters also owned Oatlands.  This purchase was 

completed in partnership with Monroe’s uncle Judge Joseph Jones of Fredericksburg 

(Fennell, 2012) (Gawalt, April, 1993) (Hellman, 1997).   

 1805 Monroe inherited all interests in this land when his uncle died with no heirs. 

(Fennell, 2012) 

 1809. Monroe tried to sell the property and again in 1825, by then having built the 

Mansion in 1822 (Fennell, 2012). 

 1831.  Monroe died. 
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 1834.  Samuel Governeur inherited the property on September 17, 1834 

(Loudoun County Clerk of the 

Court, 1834, p. 150) through his 

wife’s will, who was President 

Monroe’s daughter.    Women 

didn’t generally own land. 

The Little White House sits on 

the current Oak Hill estate just 

west of the NW corner of 

Gilbert’s Corner on a small 

parcel of land that was cut away 

from Oak Hill in 1847 by Samuel 

Governeur to pay off a debt to a 

Mrs. Hays.  He sold 240 acres of 

the estate along the Carolina 

Road, (Route 15 of today), and 

the road to Middleburg (now 

known as Route 50) to George 

Washington Garrett5 and his 

sister Lucinda on December 15, 

1847.  The sale cleared the title 

(Loudoun County Clerk of the 

Court, 1847, p. 248).  From other 

documents we can assume the 

Garretts then lived in the house.  

Also seen in the 1850 census for 

Loudoun, the Garretts were a 

                                                           
5
 George Washington Garrett was born 4 MARCH 1816 in Loudoun County, VA. 

Figure 11 Commissioner’s Sale 
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family of three people making a living out of farming and were worth $4,000.  George 

was 25 and Lucinda was 28.  They lived with Stephen, aged 63 (US Census Bureau, 

1850). 

Interestingly, in 1856, nine years after buying the land, Loudoun records show no value 

to buildings and only $12.14 value per acre (Loudoun County Clerk of the Court, 1856).    

In 1859 the value of buildings went up to perhaps $129.25, though the text is confusing 

and could be less (Loudoun County Clerk of the Court, 1859).   An 1861 document 

indicates that at that time there were “two Dwelling Houses on the place – one a Brick 

Building – a barn and other buildings (Loudoun County Clerk of the Court, 1861)6 .”  A 

century later in 1937, there appeared to have around five or six structures on the lot of 

undetermined purpose, reduced to today’s White House.   There has been discussion 

on when the attachment was actually added, perhaps an early 20th century or late 19th 

century kitchen.  

By 1867, the buildings were valued at $400 and the land and buildings combined were 

valued at $3,350 (Loudoun County Clerk of the Court, 1867).  By 1871, the buildings 

were valued at $600 and the total value of the property at $4,815 (Loudoun County 

Clerk of the Court, 1871).  No further tax records survive, other than a line in the 1872 

Loudoun County tax record indicating that the Garretts still owned the land.   Editorial 

Note:  We don’t know how many buildings then existed on the land.  Loudoun records 

don’t say.  There might have been only one or many, so a soil survey is in order. 

July 31, 1852.  The larger Oak Hill estate passed to Confederate Lt. Col. John Walter 

Fairfax, Sr. (no relation to the family of Lord Fairfax (Warder, 2012), who on his return 

from the war, discovered that his farms, Oak Hill and Leesylvania, were confiscated by 

the Federal Government, the former in use by the new Freedman's Bureau. Both 

                                                           
6 The advertisement was attached to “Memorandum of Sale of Garret’s Land, 8 April, 1861, 

Chancery Court Records of Green vs Garrett, Clerk of the Circuit Court, Loudoun County 
Courthouse.  Another reference appears in the Advertisement for the Postponed 
Commissioner’s Sale, attached to the Auctioneer’s Report of 8 April, 1867, also in records of 
Green vs Garrett.  The Day Report indicates the dwelling in 1946 was called the “White House,” 
and that it had barns adjacent.’ 
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properties were restored to him by the fall of 1865.  Keep in mind that this did not 

include the lot holding the Little White House. 

By 1922 the former lot of 244 acres had been further broken up into parcels, all of which 

eventually were reabsorbed into the Oak Hill estate.  This includes the lot where the 

Little White House sits today, which by 1922 had been reduced from 244 to about 73 

acres.  It was then owned by George Franklin  Moore, who on January 10, 1922 sold 

the land back to Oak Hill (Loudoun County Clerk of the Court, 1922, p. 350).  I have not 

researched all of the back and forth of the remainder of the original 244 acre lot.  That 

research for the period between 1872 and reintegration still needs to be accomplished. 

 On January 31, 1924, Frank Littleton bought the reassembled Oak Hill property, 

which is now sitting in the Mercer Magisterial District of Loudoun (Loudoun 

County Clerk of the Court, 1924, p. 85), and what we believe to be the tract on 

which the Little House sits was identified as being 73 acres in size and valued at 

$13 an acre or a total value of $949, including buildings and timber.  In fact, the 

buildings were said to be of no value, as was the timber.  We don’t know why the 

building had no value.  Was it derelict by then, perhaps not have access to water 

or have another defect? (Loudoun County Clerk of the Court, 1924).  On the 

other hand, a larger tract of land in 1920 of 259 ½ acres containing this tract was 

sold to George Frederick Moore by Annie B. Moore.  The buildings were worth 

$1,000, barns $500 and the total property $4874 (Loudoun County Clerk of the 

Court, 1920, p. 17).  Note:  Littleton is a tragic case.  He was a local man who 

became a county clerk, moved to New York, married well, then returned with her 

money to buy his “dream home,” of Oak Hill.  Unfortunately for him, the 

enterprise exceeded his resources (Frost, 1984). 

 1948 Thomas N. DeLashmutt bought the estate in a court sale. 

As for the structure of interest, Beebe’s 1985 Survey notes it is situated on the tract 

known as the Pavement Farm in 1847, when the Governeurs sold the land to George 

W. Garrett and his sister Lucinda Garrett.  This tract may have been the land Monroe 
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called the “low farm (Loudoun County)7.”  An 1861 document indicates that at that time 

there were “two Dwelling Houses on the place – one a Brick Building – a barn and other 

buildings (Loudoun County Clerk of the Court, 1861)8.”  A century later in 1937, there 

appeared to have five or six structures of undetermined purpose on the lot.  

The White House was almost certainly a residence for an important person like Garrett, 

though later it declined in prestige, likely into a tenant home after the property was 

reabsorbed.   One interesting story comes from Frank Raflo, a former Leesburg and 

Sterling businessman, author and politician who died in 2009.   In his light-hearted book 

“Hauntings and Happenings of Loudoun,” (Raflo, 1978), he recounted that he had 

learned that the house by then was a tenant house.  We don’t know when he conducted 

his interviews, though at the time it was in deep disrepair.  Raflo found a couple who 

had lived in the house in 1927 after they were married, about the same time Route 50 

was being constructed by convicts.  That family had no access to water, electricity or 

toilets, so they moved on9.   According to someone who owned a gas station across the 

road (probably Gilbert’s Corner on the east side of Rt 15) he often saw vagrants in the 

house, and Raflo in the 70’s found full of graffiti dating back half a century, though in 

2013, I saw none.  Perhaps the graffiti has since fallen.  One interesting statement read 

“it snowed here on July 2.  I swear to God that it did.”  

 

We also believe the Little White House was a tenant structure in the 1930’s.  According 

to Mary Fishback, a librarian at Balch, her mother and grandmother used to walk from 

Middleburg to Leesburg in the 1930s and would spend the night at the house, then 

occupied by an elderly couple (Fishback M. , 2013).  We are now trying to determine 

which family was the last to live in the structure before it started to collapse, then obtain 

                                                           
7 Citation mentions the Low Farm, see, for example, William Benton’s list of exhibits, Benton’s 

Claims and Award Papers, JMML, item number 5 concerning the hiring of an overseer for the 
low farm. 
8 The advertisement was attached to “Memorandum of Sale of Garret’s Land, 8 April, 1861, 
Chancery Court Records of Green vs Garrett, Clerk of the Circuit Court, Loudoun County 
Courthouse.  Another reference appears in the Advertisement for the Postponed 
Commissioner’s Sale, attached to the Auctioneer’s Report of 8 April, 1867, also in records of 
Green vs Garrett.  The Day Report indicates the dwelling in 1946 was called the “White House,” 
and that it had barns adjacent.’ 
9 Photo with outhouse. 
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some oral history.  As part of that effort, one long term resident told us that the reason 

the house was considered haunted was that one of the tenants found the skeleton of a 

child in a closet (Payne, Trying to Locate Old Tenants, 2013). 

 

A 1937 aerial conservation survey photograph blown up 400 times indicates that at the 

date there were five or six structures within a neat rectangle; however, we can’t tell if the 

structures were in good repair, only that they existed.  The bumps in the lower part were 

hay 

 

 

A 1985 Survey indicated that the structure is about where unidentified buildings were 

located on President Monroe’s 1818 map, a part of which is shown in this chapter, so 

it’s possible that it dates from that period.  Further, it could have been built between 

about 1815 and around 1830 (Beebe L. A., 1985).  If so, given that it is made of brick 

(except for a wooden  attachment), one wonders if it might have been constructed by 

William Benton, the master builder who constructed  Oak Hill under the direction of 

Hoban, the designer of the White House in Washington, DC.  William Benton was a 

brick maker, a personal friend of President Monroe and a builder of great reputation.  

Middleburg to the 

West. 
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Brick was also the material of choice for wealthy homeowners at the time (Evans, 

2013). 

 

At some point before 1949 the house was abandoned and elements of it began to 

collapse, a process that has continued and should be stopped.  When I examined the 

house in 2013, it was still standing; but in serious decay compared with the damage of 

1982.  Some decay may have happened by vandals looking for a souvenir like window 

shutters or bricks; but my belief is that weather and lack of proper care is what is mostly 

to blame.   Moisture is certain to have played a major role as well.  Moisture washes 

away lime mortars, expands and cracks surrounding masonry in freezing weather, and 

causes efflorescence (the leaching of salts out of the mortar and masonry units), and 

causes wood to rot and fungus to grow.  The evidence for that kind of destruction is 

throughout the remaining structure. 

 
It would be good to learn when and why the building was abandoned.  One native 

resident said that when he was a child in the 1950’s it was in deteriorated shape and 

considered haunted, which comports with the 1949 photo. (Fishback J. , 2013).   Raflo 

also thought this was possible (Raflo, 1978). 

Thanks to the Aldie Ruritarian club, we also received some interesting oral history.  As 

an example, David Alexander played in the house as a child in 1946 (Alexander, 2013). 
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2.  House Structure 

 

The house sits in a dense wood and contains: 

 Two floors that have mostly collapsed,  

 A partial wooden roof and second floor ceiling 

 Four brick walls, one of which has collapsed,  

 Debris in the house on the first floor 

 An attached wooden structure with two chambers, 

 A detached rectangle behind the wooden structure, probably the remains of a 

livestock pen. 

 A possible underground structure N of the wooden structure. 

 A debris field behind and around the main structure. 

 Possible outhouse NE of the structure towards Route 15. 

 Rises in the ground may be Tels or ground covering structure. 

 

Each element has its own photographic chapter. 

 

Figure 12 1982 Site Plan by Edwards  (Edwards D. , 1982, April) 
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The site plan by Edwards in 1982 comports with my thinking that the structure had  

West and East rooms on each floor, separated by a hallway and stairs.  See discussion 

about the Inner Chamber.  One mistake by Edwards is that the wooden structure is 

actually set back ten feet to the West of the Eastern Wall.  This mistake is seen in the 

March, 1982 photos he took.  The division of the house was also confirmed by former 

Loudoun Supervisor Frank Raflo who physically visited the site (Raflo, 1978).  Raflo 

found the stairs totally intact and found rooms on the left and right upstairs and down.   

2.1 Room Names:    

 

The wooden shack also had rooms.  For ease, those chambers are called East and 

West Wooden Rooms and the rooms in the House are called East and West Rooms, by 

floor.  There was also an entry hallway in the house, but  I have not yet determined its 

boundaries. 

2.2 The Outside Views 
 

The house fronts to the South, which is Rt 50.  This is the South Wall.. 

The rear wall fronts North to Leesburg and is called the North Wall. 

The wall pointing to Middleburg is called the West Wall. 

The east wall pointed to Washington, DC and collapsed after 1982.  It is called simply 

the East Wall. 

The attached wooden shack has a west and east vhamber.   The side of the shack 

facing north to Leesburg is called the Leesburg Wall, to distinguish it from the North 

Wall of the brick house, to which the wooden structure is attached. 
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3.  The Walls 

3.1 South Wall (front of house) 
 

 

Figure 13 The South Wall (front of the house). 

This image shows the front in June 2013, complete with the three windows for the 

second floor, the front door and first floor windows on either side of the door.  As noted 

in the 1982 survey, the front porch has been removed.  It will be interesting to discover if 

elements of the porch were moved into the house at some point.  Some of the upper 

and lower framing remains attached to the outside above and below the front door. 

The house sports a brick medallion cornice which was hidden by the 1949 metal roof; 

but is clearly evident in 1982 and 2013.  The door is also closed, though not in 1985, 

when Beebe did her survey.  Then it was open and akimbo 
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.  
Figure 14 Cornice 

 
Figure 15 Cornice 

Notice the flared double row flat arches over the lower windows.  Further, the brick work 
is done in common bond, also known as American bond.

 
Figure 16 Double Flat Row Arch 
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Figure 17 American Bond. From West Wall 

 
American bond brick is brickwork with a course of headers between five or six courses 
of stretchers.  This system of brickwork is used because it can be laid quickly. Used in 
early 1800’s and later. 
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Figure 18  Front of House in 1949 (Lewis) 

The 1949 front shot was taken by. John G. Lewis with a 35 mm camera and was 

provided courtesy Virginia Historic Landmarks Commission. (Hubbard, 2013).  It is the 

best shot we have of the house in nearly complete form.  The house was probably 

already abandoned,  judging by the windows and the poor condition of the yard. 

 
Figure 19 Notice Damage to Upper SW 

Window 

 
Figure 20 Notice damage to Upper SE 

Window 
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Notice the metal sheeting on the roof in the 1949 photos.  The original roof had 

shingles, which are still attached to the remaining roof, only a bit of the crown covered in 

sheet metal, some of which seems to be in the debris field to the north in the direction of 

Leesburg. 

Also notice the Shutters and glass windows, all of which are now missing.  The front 

porch is attached and the eastern wall still stands with its chimney, all now missing.  

Metal strips from the porch’s top and bottom are still partly attached to the house. 

The house appears to have been painted white.  Much of the paint remains. 

 

Figure 21 Study of South Wall showing upper floor 

The figure Study of South Wall showing upper floor shows metal connectors to old 

porch, as well as cornice and wall cracks. 
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Figure 22  The South Wall (Edwards D. A., 1982, March) 

The March, 1982 photo of the South Wall begins to show damage from abandonment.  

The shutters are missing, as is the glass in the windows.  The porch is also missing and 

there is some damage to the upper portion of the west wall. 

 

Figure 23   South & East Walls (Edwards D. A., 1982, March).  Notice east door and hole. 
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In the March, 1982 photo above by Edwards of the South and East walls, we notice that 

though damaged, the East Wall is still standing.   There is also a debris field where the 

porch should be, so perhaps that wood is from the porch.  Staining on the South Wall 

from the porch still remains as does a piece of wood sticking out of the west side of the 

entry door. The piece of wood disappeared by 2013. 

 

Figure 24  South Wall detail towards the East. (Edwards D. A., 1982, March) 

 

Notice that in 1982 the windows are missing their glass and shutters. 
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Figure 25  Front Door Outside10  

Figure 26 Bottom of Front Door Outside 
 

The two color photos of the Front Door 
(South Elevation) were taken by Larry 
Roeder in June, 2013.  Notice that the 
lower panels have been pushed in but 
the door is shut and there is debris 
pushed against it from the inside. 
 
The black and white photo was taken 
by Lynn Beebe in 198511 (Beebe L. , 
2013).  While the lower panel is also 
shut, notice that the door is swung 
slightly open, though when Edwards 
did his study in 1982, the door was 
swung completely wide.  Beebe also 
seems to expose very faintly the 
beginning of an inner door frame to the 
Eastern Room.  Other pictures by 
Edwards in 1982 and Roeder in 2013 
also clearly show an inner door frame 
at that location.  

Figure 27 Front Door by Lynn Beebe, 1985 

                                                           
10Two panels over two panel doors were a post civil war. 
11 This 1985 photo was not in the original study but was provided for purposes of this study in 
2013. 
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Figure 28 SE Corner of South Wall 
(Outside) 
The corner is of the S & and E Walls..   
The structure stands on a stone 
foundation and the wall is 25” thick at 
this point. 

 
Figure 29 Inner South Wall, looking East. 

Notice the fallen roof. 
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Figure 30 Inner South Wall looking East 

Roof has fallen over main door partly collapsing inner door to West Room 
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Figure 31 South Wall, Winter 1999  Jill Winter 
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Figure 32  South Wall, Winter, 1999 by Jill Winter 
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3.2 West Wall  --(Faces Middleburg) 
 

 

Figure 33  West Wall.   Notice bits of missing brick at the top. 
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Figure 34  West Wall looking South 

 
Figure 35 2013 Crack in West Wall 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Elements of the crack in the West Wall go 
all the way through and should be 
stabilized. 
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. 

 

Figure 36 Eastern Most Window on South Wall 

Through the window is an element of the fallen roof, showing the undercarriage. 
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3.3 North Wall  (Faces Leesburg) 
 

 

Figure 37 1982 North Wall (Edwards D. A., 1982, March) 

 

Notice that the North Walls of the wooden structure and the house are intact, as 

opposed to 2013.  The roof is fully covered in metal sheeting, as in 1949 and the 

chimney tops have toppled off of both the east and west walls. 

There is also a diagonal piece of wood or metal off the west side of the wooden shack 

that may have been an entry to a cellar.  Needs Investigation. 
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Figure 38  North Wall of House with attached Wooden Structure 
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Figure 39 Looking past East Wood Room through house to Route 50. 

The brick stump used to be a small chimney.  



Little White House at Oak Hill by Larry Roeder 
 

50 
 

 
Figure 40 North Wall Break from the North 

 
Figure 41 North Wall break from South 

 
Figure 42 North Wall Break Edge 
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Figure 43 North Wall Break looking East 

 
Figure 44 Inner North Wall Debris 

 
Figure 45 Inner North Wall looking East 

 
Figure 46 Inner North Wall looking 

North 
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Figure 47 Outer N Wall above wood. 

 
Figure 48 Outer N Wall over Wood 
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3.4 East Wall.   (Collapsed ) (faces Washington) 
 

It appears that the east wall collapsed partly between 1949 and 1982 and totally after 

1984. 

 

 

 

Figure 49 Through East Wall and showing Wood Structure 

 

The thickness of the wall on the left is 25” and it sits on an approximately 2’ stone 

foundation. 
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Figure 50 Through E Wall to W &  S Walls 

 
Figure 51 Through E Wall to W & N walls 

 

The above pictures go through the collapsed East Wall showing a frontal view of the 

West Wall, as well as the inner sides of the South and North Walls.  

Notice Second Floor Cross beam and collapsed roof with shingles.  The cross beam 

can be used to verify height of the rooms on that floor. 

It would be interesting to analyze the age and nature of the shingles. 
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Figure 52  1982 East Wall  (Edwards D. A., 1982, March) 

 
Figure 53 East Wall in Jan, 1975 by Henry Douglas 
(Douglas) 

 See remains of rain pipe.  Look at 
construction of second floor. 

 

 

 

The 1982 photo of the East Wall was taken by David Edwards in March, 1982 and is a 

portion of a larger picture also showing the South Wall.  All of Edward’s photographs 

were taken in Back and White with a 35 mm camera. 
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Notice that the East wall was still standing in 1982, though severe damage is seen to 

the north side of the wall as well as the roof area.  A very interesting feature is the side 

door, which must have had steps.  Also notice the debris field in front of the massive 

break in the wall.  

One wonders how the damage occurred.  Did vandals make the large holes in the East 

and North walls, or was it nature? 

 

 

Figure 54  1982 East Wall  (Edwards D. A., 1982, March) 

 

In 1982 the east wall is still standing, though in serious shape at the north side.  An 

element of the second floor fire place flume appears to be standing.  See also the large 

bay on the second floor, whereas in the 1975 photo by Douglas, we see that there is 

also a bay below the second floor. 

Also interesting is the east side of the wooden structure.  In 2013, I discovered a short 

brick stump on this side which I speculated was an element of a chimney.  This 1982 

image confirms that supposition.     
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4. Ceiling of Second Floor and Roof 
 

The plaster and lath construction ceiling of the second floor is in a serious state of 

deterioration and could fall.  To stabilize the house, we recommend bracing for the walls 

and scaffolding for the ceiling, as well as material to prevent the weather from entering 

from the roof above.  This way, visitors and scholars will see how the ceiling was 

constructed and scholars can study the techniques and material in safety, compare 

them to other Loudoun structures.. 

Elements of the roof over the east half of the building have fallen through to the first 

floor.  We recommend that these elements be removed to a place of storage and 

studied as to age, as well as building techniques. 

 

 
Figure 55 Lath and Plaster Ceiling 

The process of Lath and plaster was the typical process for interior walls and ceilings 
in the United States until the middle part of the twentieth century, when drywall began to 
be introduced.  Under this process, laths (narrow strips of wood), are nailed to cross 
beams, then plaster is pressed into the joints.  This is done several times until an even 
finishing layer is added.  Interior walls no long exist, just load bearing brick walls; but 
perhaps in the debris field we will find the same technique was used for those walls. In 
addition, we can study the plaster and learn its consistency and original color. 
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4.1 Ceiling Shots 

 
Figure 56 Ceiling on corner of West & North Walls 
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Figure 57 2013 Ceiling above the Fireplace on West Wall 
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Figure 58 2013 Ceiling.   Notice fallen roof in hall. 

 

On the North Wall there is staining which might indicate the upper and the width of the 
lower entry hall.  That remains to be determined. 
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Figure 59  Ceiling 

 
Figure 60  Ceiling 
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4.2 Roof Shingles 
 

The original roof appears to have been constructed of shingles over frame.  At some 

date before 1949 the shingles were covered with sheet metal, which is now separating, 

mainly into the north debris field.  We should study the shingles to understand how old 

the roof is, and if the shingles are original  That can be done by examining the fallen 

roof section in the center of the house.  The remainder of the standing roof goes from 

west to east about half way along the length of the house. 

We recommend that the roof and ceiling be stabilized as a tool for architectural 

education.  This would include placing a false roof about three feet above the original to 

preserve it from weather damage. 

 

 

Figure 61 Wooden Shingles 
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Figure 62 Roof Close up of Shingles South Side in 2013 

 
Figure 63 Roof close up North Side 2013 

 
Figure 64 Roof Close up North Side 2013 
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5.  The Inner Chamber and its Debris  
 

See also East Wall pictures.   By 1982, much of the second floor had collapsed to the 

first and the process has continued up to 2013, creating a large debris field that 

stretches out past the East Wall.  We propose that each piece of wood and other debris 

be photographed, marked and cataloged and stored in a protective area for future 

study.  Inevitably, this will lead to the foundation, which may reveal artifacts. 

5.1 The Main Room Looking Towards East Wall 

 

 

Figure 65 1982 Inner Chamber Looking East  (Edwards D. A., 1982, March) 

The 1982 photo by Edwards of the inner chamber is especially interesting as it points to 

what is now the collapsed east wall.  Notice the door in the corner and the door frame to 

the right of the front door.  The door itself is missing; but the frame is there, and remains 

in 2013.  There is also a lot of debris on the floor and sawed off lumber from the second 

floor which likely related to stairs.  This is a guess, but I propose that the door frame 

marked the divide between a Western Room and the rest of the house.  The front door 

probably led to stairs.  One imagines there was also a door to an Eastern Room, which 

had its own fireplace 
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.  

Figure 66 South Wall Inside showing inner door and windows, as well as eastern most 
location of ceiling.  See also inner door frame 

 
Figure 67 2013 Inner Debris looking E.  Notice broken Stair steps and Inner door frame 
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Figure 68  Inner door looking East 

The 2013 photos above clearly show deterioration to inner door leading to the West 
Room, First floor. Debris seems pushed against the main door. 
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Figure 69 Inner Door, looking east 
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Figure 70 2013 Composite Photo of Main Hall Facing South 
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5.2 Fireplaces in the Main House 

 

By 2013, the entire East Wall had fallen away, and with it the chimney and fireplace(s).  

All that remains are the fireplaces on the West Wall for the first and second floors. 

 

 

Figure 71  1982 Second Floor Fireplace West Wall  (Edwards D. A., 1982, March) 

 

Notice that the casing for the first floor fire place is still intact in the 1982 photo.   
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Figure 72 Notice that light comes through the outside through the hole. 
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Figure 73 First Floor Fireplace 
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Figure 74  Second Floor Fireplace 
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Figure 75 Remainder of 2nd Floor on W & N Walls as well as 1st Floor Ceiling. 

 

 

Figure 76 Corner of N and W walls by fireplace.  Showing removal of plaster. 
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Figure 77 Corner of S and W walls.  Shows flooring. 
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6. The Wooden Structure 
 

 

Figure 78 Wooden Structure from NE  (Edwards D. A., 1982, March) 

The wooden structure contains two chambers, which I’ve named the West Wood and 

East Wood rooms for ease of reference.  Notice that the narrower West Wood Room 

has a door to the outside.  The structure has the appearance of an addition in the early 

part of the twentieth century, perhaps around 1910-1920 (Scheel, 2013), but it could 

also be from an earlier time.  It still exists in 2013, though in deteriorated shape.  Both 

rooms have doors to the main house and a door leads from the East Wood Room to the 

West.   

In the 1982 image above by Edwards, we see a chimney and a window on the east side 

of the East Wood Room.  In 2013 all that remains of the chimney is a stub.  We also see 

a bit of the top of the chimney has been knocked off.  It would have been much higher, 

to avoid smoke getting into the house. 

Notice the material in front of the structure.   It’s not entirely clear from the photo, but 

this may depict a wooden, rectangular deck.  There is in 2013 a rectangle on the ground 

bounded by low concrete walls, which might have been a livestock pen. 

Each wall has at least one window.  Size is 26” x 45”.  Structure is set back from the 

East Wall by about 32” and have a length of 11 feet. 



Little White House at Oak Hill by Larry Roeder 
 

76 
 

 

 

Figure 79 East Wall showing Wood Structure 

 
Figure 80 East and West Wood Rooms 
from N 

 
Figure 81 Foundation of Wood Structure 

 



Little White House at Oak Hill by Larry Roeder 
 

77 
 

 

Figure 82 1982 Wooden Structure  NW view (Edwards D. A., 1982, March) 

In the 1982 picture above, the Wood Structure seems quite complete, including the 

possible entry to a underground chamber on the west side of the structure. 

 

Figure 83  East and West Wood Room of Wooden Structure, 2013 

The above figure shows the collapsed East Wood Room of the wooden structure 

positioned under one of the North Wall windows of the brick house  
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6.1 East Wood Room 
 

 

Figure 84 2013 Wooden Structure East Wood Room 

 

By 2013, the East Wood Room has become open to the elements and the chimney is 

now simply a stump. Notice that the room has a door to West Wood Room, which also 

provides access to the Main Building.  There is also a door in this room directly to the 

main house.  This picture is taken from the NE.  Very likely this room was a kitchen and 

the stump part of a stove chimney. 
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Figure 85 East Wood Room, showing inner chamber 

Above is a front on shot from the east looking directly at the East Wood Room in June, 

2013. This gives a clear view of the slope of the roof of the structure, which is beginning 

to separate from the main wall.  A view is also provided of the main hall in the brick 

building.  Also notice brick stump on the north side, the remains of a brick chimney. 

Lying on the East Wood Room and other areas are bits of trees, which will need to be 

removed, otherwise their downward pressure is bound to cause more collapse. 
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Figure 86 Debris from main hall into East Wood Room 
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Figure 87 Wood is separating 

from Brick 

 
Figure 88 Door from West Wood to East Wood 

Brick is North Wall.  Notice flooring. 
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Figure 89 East Wood Room with limb over roof. Limb 
needs to be removed. Some of the trees around the 
structure will also need to be removed. 

 
Figure 90 N Window of East 

Wood Room 

 
Figure 91 Interesting piece in West Wood Room 
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6.2 West Wood Room 

 
Figure 92 West Wood Room showing 
door to East Wood Room and House 

 
Figure 93 West Wood Room showing door 
to house and exterior West window 

 

 
Figure 94 West Wood Room and North 
Wall  

Figure 95 Window into West Wood Room 
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7. Debris Field: 

7.1  Mystery Rectangle (possible Coop or Pen) 

 

After talking with 

Gene Scheel 

(Scheel, 2013), I 

have come to 

believe this is the 

foundation of a 

poultry coop or pig 

sty. 

Behind the wooden 

structure is a 

rectangle bounded 

by concrete.  The 

soil in the rectangle 

appears to have the 

consistency of wet 

ash, as from a Weber grill after a rain.  A concrete frame bounds the rectangle which 

measures 12’x22’ and is about 10’ from the house.  If it was the foundation of a 

structure to house animals, we should be able to find remains of some sort. 

  

Figure 96 Possible Floor of Coop or Pen 

Figure 97  Portion of the Concrete Frame 
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7.2 The Cellar? 

 

During my June, 2013 examination, I discovered what might be the collapsed top of an 

underground room NW of the wooden structure.  For safety and because I didn’t yet 

have permission for that kind of research, I left the area alone; but an examination of the 

1982 Edwards photos seem to reveal an undamaged entrance to a cellar at the same 

spot.  This deserves most intense examination.  If a cellar exists, we should fully 

photograph and document it, as well as remove and document any artifacts. Then we 

need to post a warning sign to prevent injury. 

 

Figure 98 June 2013.  May be top of Cellar 

 

I gently lifted the lid on the left and discovered a colony of what might be termites and 

the impression of depth; but did not force the lid up.  This will require a team and 

permission of the owner. 
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Figure 99 1982 North Wall Possibly Showing Cellar (Edwards D. A., 1982, March) 

 

Notice in the photo above that the snow appears to lie over a diagonal sheet of metal.  

This might be no more than debris; but there is the appearance of a lid to a cellar under 

the wooden structure.  This is worth exploring; but could also simply be a piece of 

debris.  
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7.3 Out House 

When reviewing the 1949 photograph, Gene Scheel and I noticed to the East and 

slightly to the North the faint image of a upright rectangular structure, which may be an 

outhouse, perhaps even a person standing in front, waving, or perhaps a scarecrow.. 

We should review the property to locate this spot, and then excavate to see what debris 

might have been tossed down over time. 

 

 

 

There might also the faint outline of a structure to the rear of the house. 

  



Little White House at Oak Hill by Larry Roeder 
 

88 
 

 

8.  Surveys and Historical Documents 

 

8.1  (1959) National Survey of Historic Sites and Buildings by Frank Sarles  
 

This survey didn’t mention the Little White House, mainly information on the larger 

estate and its relationship to President Monroe and the Monroe Doctrine.  Monroe 

inherited the land from his uncle Joseph Jones, who died in 1805.  Around 1810, 

Monroe tries to sell the land and other land in Albemarle County, but by 1818 built a 

residence at Oak Hill, and lived there quite a bit until 1830 when he moved to New York 

to live with his daughter.   It will be useful to research Jones’ records to see if the house 

existed during his life time.  We should also research Monroe’s papers to see if he 

mentions the house. 

 

8.2 (1982) Land Survey by David Edwards 
 

The following information was provided in 2013 by the office of David Edwards, the 

head of the Regional Office of the Northern Region Preservation Office in Stephens 

City, Virginia.  It contains information from 1949 and 198212. 

1949 photograph: Two story, three bay brick home with a metal standing-seam side 
gable roof and two interior end brick chimneys. 
 
The front porch is framed inside the outer bays of the house, and has three bays 
consisting of wooden posts, and a metal standing-seam shed roof.  
 
The windows appear to be six-over-six. 
 
Architecture Summary, 1982: This abandoned brick house is a typical early-19th-
century small dwelling of two stories originally with an interior end brick chimney at each 
gable end. 
 
It consists of a main block of 5-7 course American bond brick with a brick modillion 
cornice and a frame shed-roofed addition at the rear.  
 

                                                           
12

 Edwards confirmed on 6/13/13 that his office has no other photograpohs. 
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A small front porch has been removed. Flared double row flat arches are seen over 
window openings framed in narrow architectural trim. No windows remain. The front 
door is also framed in architrave trim.  
 
Chimneys have toppled and most of the interior is in ruins. Exposed rafters and joists 
are sawn. 

 

8.3 (1985) Survey by Lynn Beebe 
 

Lynn A. Beebe, who later became the long-time President of the Jefferson Forest, 

conducted a survey of the entire Oak Hill property in September, 1985 and was able to 

identify and partially describe the house (Beebe L. A., 1985).  Really an excellent paper 

to start me off. 

Beebe called the structure the Brick House.  I used to call it the “South House,” now the 

Little White House.    

 “The brick house facing US Route 50, close to the intersection with US Route 15, is in 

deteriorated condition.  Rectangular in plan with a gable roof, the brick dwelling stands 

two stories high and three bays long, with interior end chimneys.  There is a small rear 

addition, apparently of wood frame.  The brick of the main structure is laid in American 

bond, up to the cornice composed of a slightly protruded single course of stretchers 

then a course of brick headers laid as dentils.  The central door of the south (front) 

elevation leads into a central hall.  The dwelling may have been one room deep.  The 

door and window enframements that remain are plain except for beading on the inside 

edge.  The windows are comparatively small.  At this time the east wall has collapsed, 

as has the interior wood framing of the second floor.  At this time, the structure has 

sufficient integrity to convey it associative value as well as to provide information about 

Monroe’s period of occupancy. 

Located at about the same place as the cluster of unidentified buildings on Monroe’s 

1818 map, the dwelling could have been built between c.1815 and c 1830.   
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9. Aerial Photographs 

 

The following are from maps and aerial photographs in the Loudoun County records 

(Loudoun County Aerial Archive). (Loudoun County)  
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Figure 100 1926 Map 

 
Figure 101 May 1, 1937 Aerial Photo 

 
Note:  The aerial photographs were not intended to analyze buildings.  They were about agriculture, 
about understanding the soil.  None the less, as the 1937 and 1957 pictures show, they can be quite 
useful for our exercise, as those two pictures show a distinct rectangular property, the southern half 
of which has trees and the northern half appears as a field or garden.  This information will be 
helpful when determining where to search for useful artifacts and debris. 
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Figure 102 1957 Aerial 
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Figure 103 2002 Aerial Photograph Gilbert’s corner is on NE corner 
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Figure 104 2009 Aerial. 
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10. About the Photos 

Photograph Credits: 

 

All color photographs are by Larry Roeder and were taken in June, 2013, with the 

exception of two photographs given me by Jill S. Winter (wife of Rollie Winter), which 

were taken of the South Wall in the winter of 1999. 

Black and white photographs were taken in 1982 by David Edwards, except for a 1949 

photograph of the south wall  taken by a John G. Lewis,13 a 1975 photo of the East wall 

by Henry Douglas14 and a drawing by an undated drawing (before 1977) by Frank Raflo. 

  

                                                           
13

 John G.Lewis was a local architect and historian of great influence in Loudoun County.  He 
died on April 14, 2013 in Camano Island, WA at the age of 82.  I checked with his daughter in 
June, 2013 for permission to use the photo, and she informed me that she also doesn’t have 
any other records. 
14 Photo is courtesy of the Balch Library, in Leesburg, Va. 
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